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gradually changing its nature, until its primary
objective became that of saving the girls from their
life on the streets. The difficulties encountered were
enormous but the results were more than splendid. In
the Waterloo district alone, during the year 1919, the
patrols persuaded over 3,700 men to leave the women
with whom they were associated, while during nine
months of 1920, it is estimated that In the same
district 100 girls wrere influenced to abandon the life
of the streets, 116 were taken to hospital for treatment
for venereal disease, 104 were provided with lodgings,
and 71 were established in honest employment. These
few figures, taken from the Report referred to in the
footnote, will give the general reader some idea of the
good that may be done by two enthusiastic and efficient
workers in one district alone.

Such facts, which are only picked at random
from a mass of equally striking statistics, tend
immeasurably to strengthen the case which can be
made out for a considerable increase in outside patrol
work.

Before, however, any great increase is made in the
number of street workers, it would be absolutely
essential that a strong organization should be con-
structed to back up that work. One of the most
awkward and constantly recurring problems met with
is that of the immediate disposal of a girl who
responds to the appeal of a worker and agrees to
abandon a life of wrongdoing. If she is found on the
point of entering an hotel with a man, although she
may not have a penny in her pocket, she is at least
sure of a night's lodging. If the patrol worker cannot
even offer her a bed for the night the girl is likely to
slip through her hands again, thinking that this must
be a poor thing which fe being offered her in exchange
for the evil which she at least knows. And that bed,
under the present conditions of loose organization, is
often as elusive as a will-o'-the-wisp. It is late at